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INTRODUCTION. 



" We want more good preachers," is a very com- 
mon complaint. " We want more good listeners," 
is perhaps an allowable answer, or at least it is 
half the truth. There is a great deal more to be 
gathered even from very average sermons than 
is usually suspected. 

The following pages contain thoughts gleaned 
by two members of the congregation during the 
ordinary ministrations at St. Matthew's, Brixton. 
They were written down in note-books at home, 
have accumulated as time went on, and are now 
(with certain additions) printed at the request of 
the compilers. They do not claim to possess any 
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V1U CONDENSED TRUTHS. 

peculiar intrinsic value; but they interested the 
minds of these friendly hearers at the time, and 
perhaps may interest others who are equally 
uncritical. Some of these thoughts are original, if 
indeed there be any such thing as originality in 
this world of few voices and many echoes ; some 
doubtless are unconscious imitations; some are 
sayings of others, half-remembered, or altered and 
adapted ; some few are direct quotations, but from 
sources which it is not easy now to verify. 

It will be perceived, that in outward form these 
sentences are for the most part concise, compact, 
antithetical. The preacher has tried to act upon 
Southey's principle, "If you would be pungent, be 
brief; for it is with words as with sunbeams, the 
more they are condensed, the deeper they burn/' 

Brevity not only arrests the attention, but assists 
the memory. " Many a good thought has perished 
because it was not portable .... but, like seeds 
with wings, the sayings of Philip Henry have 
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INTRODUCTION. IX 

floated far and near, and, like seeds with hooked 
prickles, his sermons stuck to his most careless 
hearers."* Some seeds, he might have added, are 
enveloped in hard, waterproof shells, float on the 
surface of the sea, and are wafted by the currents 
to distant coasts : a striking emblem of the way 
in which sayings survive if wrapt up in strong 
and earnest words. 

Our sentences often need more of the " burr " 
in them: they have not enough of tenacity or 
clinging power. Bunyan with his "picked and 
packed words;" Matthew Henry with his fre- 
quently-recurring "note;" Brooks, the Puritan, 
with his clear, incisive, yet rich style; Bishop 
Hall, old Thomas Fuller, and George Herbert, are 
models to us in this respect; to say nothing of 
Luther, St. Augustine, and, above all, the inspired 
writers of both the Old and the New Testament. 

No one can examine the structure of the Sermon 

* Rev. James Hamilton. 
B 
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X CONDENSED TRUTHS. 

on the Mount in Matt. v. vi vii, or the address 
by the sea-side in Matt xiii., without observing 
how clear-cut, how sententious our Lord's teaching 
was, how carefully the words are chosen and fitted 
into their places, how remembercMe in consequence 
the main contents are; while at the same time 
nothing is artificial, nothing elaborate, nothing 
but what is adapted to convince the mind and 
touch the heart. 



.Some good advice has been given to preachers 
by an anonymous writer.* " Strike into the heart 
(of the assembly) a sentence which it cannot 

forget, and dare not despise Telegrams! 

that is the word which conveys my meaning. A 
letter may be opened leisurely, or laid aside till 
after breakfast ; but few can look upon a telegram 
without .... an accelerated action of the heart. 
Give them telegrams; sentences compact as a 
bullet or pointed as a spear !" 

* In "Springdale Abbey." 
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INTRODUCTION. XI 

This counsel of course needs some qualification 
(for metaphorical telegrams, like real ones, should 
be used with discretion), or the result would be a 
jerking, restless, spasmodic, irritating, and fatiguing 
kind of oratory. The "oil-upon-marble " style (as it 
has been called), smooth, amplified, and mellifluous, 
sends men to sleep, or leaves no impression ; and 
the " sling-and-stone" style, emphatic, aggressive, 
peremptory and hard-hitting, if sustained for any 
length of time, is absolutely unendurable. But 
alternate these two and they become effective, by 
mutually relieving and assisting each other. A 
sharp, jagged sentence sometimes comes well in 
the middle of a smooth-flowing paragraph ; it 
strikes when least expected, like the pebble which 
some mischievous schoolboy has inserted in his 
snowball, and which gives the missile a stronger 
impetus and a straighter flight. 

But of course, after all, the main enquiry for 
every preacher must remain, "Have I set forth the 
love of God in Christ Jesus ? Have I held up the 
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picture of the great Saviour in such a way as to 
conceal myself and draw observation to Him 
only? Have my words been simple, natural, 
tender, persuasive, wise, calculated to meet the 
hunger and the sorrow of men's hearts ? Has my 
aim been to attract the thoughtless to the cross, 
and to elevate the standard of Christian life in 
believers ?" 

These are things which concern the clergy ; but 
they may serve to remind the laity of what they 
should desire from God on behalf of those who 
are commissioned to instruct them and their 
families. Oh, if you love yourselves, if you love 
your Lord, if you love your brethren, pray for us 
always, that utterance may be given us, that we 
may open our mouth boldly to make known the 
mystery of the gospel, that we may make it 
manifest that therein we may speak boldly, as we 
ought to speak; that our interpretations may be 
exact ; that our words may be as goads, quickening 
the indolent; that they may be gracious, setting 
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forth the unsearchable riches of Christ ; that they 
may be successful and effectual in awakening 
men's consciences, and moulding their entire 
characters after the image and example of the 
Son of man ! 



I offer this small collection of sentences, such 
as it is, to my dear friends and fellow-worshippers 
at our parish church. Some of them have occa- 
sionally asked me to print whole sermons, and 
even a volume of sermons. This has never seemed 
to me worth the labour it would involve. Will 
they accept a few detached extracts in lieu of any 
more ambitious attempt? These simple sayings 
have no pretension to be anything like what 
Cyprian terms " an ocean of thought in a drop of 
language;" but at least they have the merit of 
brevity, they need not fatigue any one, and they 
may serve as a memento of a ministry which has 
more than once seemed to be on the eve of termi- 
nating, but has now stretched over a period of 
nineteen years. 
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I pray for my brethren that all rich and choice 
blessings of grace and peace may be multiplied in 
the midst of them, and that in God's good time a 
better pastor may be sent to them, with a larger 
mind, and a more loving and devoted spirit. 
Meanwhile perhaps they may be encouraged, in 
glancing at these pages, to think over, and talk 
over, and occasionally even to write down, such 
fragments of truth as may seem to stand out from 
the mass of commonplace observations which are 
brought before them during the ordinary minis- 
trations of the Lord's-day. 

N. A. Gakland. 



Vicarage, 43, Tulbe Hill, 
December, 1874* 
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CONDENSED TRUTHS. 



There is more light in the world than comes in 
at your window. 

No individual, no community, is in possession 
of the whole truth, truth full-orbed. Something is 
always wanting to the completeness of the circle. 

As in insanity people have an aversion to those 
whom they are especially bound to love, who love 
them tenderly, and whom they would love if the 
insanity were removed ; so with the unconverted, 
they are averse to God, to Christ, to the things of 
Goct to their own highest interests. Is it not a 
plain proof of mental obliquity in you, that you 
have no affection for Him who loves you so un- 
weariedly? When the prodigal "came to himself" 
he thought at once of his father. 
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18 CONDENSED TRUTHS. 

Every member of the church ought to have 
some spiritual work to carry on for the church, 
and for the church's Head. 

"This is my body." "Ye are the body of 
Christ." Are not both of these statements figu- 
rative ? 

" God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Oh that the 
cry might be more distinct in us, and more 
sustained ! 

" Fear God, and keep His commandments : for 
this is the whole of man," all his business, and all 
his blessedness. This is what you are placed in 
the world for. If you miss this, you miss every- 
thing; if you fail here, it is a total failure. 

Your happiness does not depend on the un- 
certain connections and shifting external circum- 
stances of life, but on God Himself. " Thou art 
my portion, Lord !" 

We have been emancipated from priestcraft, 
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shall we yield to phUosophercraft t A gospel 
Rationalized is as miserable a thing as a gospel 
Romanized. We have resisted the tyranny of 
priests, let us not fall under the iron rule of 
philosophers. A world governed by law, and not 
by a Father ; no personal God, no revelation, no 
incarnate Saviour, only cold science! No sun- 
shine, only starlight ! We have refused to yield 
up our reason to Annas and Caiaphas, to Popes 
and Councils. Let us not yield up our faith to 
metaphysicians, geologists, philologists, ethno- 
logists, astronomers, positivists, secularists. Let 
science pursue its glorious course — we rejoice in 
its advance — but let it not enter a domain for 
which it is altogether unfitted. 

"Oh that Ishmael might live before thee !" Some 
of you have more than one Ishmael in your 
households, high-spirited, impetuous, with many 
good points, but strangers as yet to the grace of 
God. Lift up your voice for them, and may you 
have the gracious answer, " As for Ishmael, I have 
heard thee." 

There is the essence of the gospel in those 
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sayings of Luther, " Jesus, thou art my right- 
eousness, and I am thy sin." "The first, the 
greatest, the sublimest of all good works is faith." 

Philip thought the five loaves were of no use. 
" Bring them hither to me," the Lord said. What 
a lesson to those who are in limited circumstances ! 
Take your slender provision, your diminished 
store, to Rim for blessing and increase. 

We should be specific in our confessions of sin 
before God. " Thus and thus have I done." It is 
the death of prayer to deal in generalities, as one 
says ; and another, in quoting Psalm lxii. 8, " Pour 
out your heart before Him ;" yes, pour it out to 
the last black drop ! 

Two sorrowful and wonderful sights — sinners 
sporting on the brink of hell, and Christians 
sighing and groaning at the gate of heaven ! 

"My peace I give unto you." The peace, as 
one says, with which Christ's own soul is quiet. 

The cares of life, rightly used, are real helps 
to spiritual-mindedness. 
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A good fanner is known (among other things) 
by his fences ; a good Christian by his vigilance. 
Every Christian is not only a soldier, but a 
sentinel. 

" Full trust, and full surrender." Yes, that is 
the only way of peace. 

Things close to us pre-occupy the mind, and 
shut out eternal things, though infinitely larger. 
To a child passing along a narrow footpath through 
the wheat-fields, in July or August, the standing 
corn looks taller than the elms in the distance. 
The fly that creeps on your window-pane looks 
larger than the eagle which is soaring over the 
mountains far away. The boat at your feet on 
the sea-beach fills a larger space in your eye than 
the huge merchantman or ironclad on the horizon. 

"Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation." It is God's own 
sowing-time ; it is the period of the dispensation 
of the Holy Ghost. It is God's time for granting 
pardons and bestowing gifts — a day of deliver- 
ance from bonds and of rescuings from the 
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flames. Oh that you may understand this ! " The 
time is short," and the time is very precious. With 
some of you it may be now or never ! 

On one occasion, during a time of great bodily 
suffering and mental anxiety, Luther, having woke 
up from sleep, cried out joyfully, " Come and let 
us spite the devil by singing the De profundis /" 
And they sang it, that wonderful 130th Psalm, 
" Out of the depths," &c., he and those with him, 
cheering themselves with its words of hope, and 
thoughts of mercy. An example worthy of our 
imitation in the spirit, if not in the letter. If 
ever we are in distress of conscience, or things 
seem turning out adversely, might we not well 
say, " Come and let us resist the great antagonist, 
and please our best Friend, and revive our fainting 
spirits, by reading and appropriating to ourselves 
the 130th Psalm"? 

Walk with God in the sunshine, and He will 
walk with you in the shade. 

The fields of Scripture have fresh flowers for 
us every time we traverse them. 
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We are not all called to pass through the Slough 
of Despond ; but we have every one of us to climb 
the Hill of Difficulty. 

u The joy of the Lord is your strength." Yes, 
strength for obedience, strength for endurance of 
sorrow, strength for resisting temptation. 

"I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every 
moment." He never slumbers. It is daily, hourly, 
momentary protection. 

It is sweet to think of a living Lord in the 
midst of a dying world. 

Those Christians best overcome temptation who 
most skilfully and foithfully wield the sword of 
the Spirit. 

Angels — silent yet sure witnesses of our actions. 

Beware of finding your rest in a world in 
which the Lord of glory found little but ignominy 
and hard work, a crown of thorns, a cross, and a 
grave. 

Eternity is one long, continual, undivided now. 
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" God tries our faith that we may try His faith- 
fulness." 

Young people should redeem the time. The 
sands of youth are golden. 

The promises are like the stars, which are seen 
only by night. It is when the world is darkened 
to us that we fully estimate their value. 

Every man is placed in the best circumstances 
for the unfolding of his inner life, unless he run 
wilfully into temptation. 

Patience that has not been tried is no patience 
at alL 

We should so live that our life may be a felt 
blessing, our death a felt loss. 

God's children never receive solitary blessings ; 
they come in clusters. He " hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." 

Cling to Christ as the ivy to the elm, as the 
limpet to the rock ! 
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In reading the promises of God, we should not 
resemble the butterfly, which flits from flower to 
flower, and sips here a little and there a little ; 
but the bee, which rests awhile, and gathers honey 
from every blossom. 

No enemy like a man's own. heart ! 

Beligion may cost you something, but the want 
of it will cost you more. 

It is not Christ in the cradle that can save us, 
nor Christ upon the cross, nor Christ upon the 
throne, but Christ in the heart 

Life is a solemn yet joyful thing, full of mercies 
and of golden opportunities. 

"Afflictions are God's messengers. We ought 
never to let them quit us until we have learnt 
their message." 

It is not by chance that we find ourselves some- 
times beside the bitter waters of Marah, sometimes 
beneath the grateful shade of the palm trees of 
EUm. 

c 
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The most powerful sermon — a loving, truthful 
life. 

It is not the practice of good works that we are 
to give up, but the substitution of them in the 
place of the Saviour. 

There is a light-heartedness which dries up the 
brain and hollows out the soul. 

The law of Christ's kingdom is, first forgiveness, 
then holy fear (Ps. cxxx. 4) ; first faith, then works ; 
first salvation, then service. 

Men may now glory in their shame; the time is 
coming when they will lie down in despair. 

We must accept God's righteous mercy, or His 
righteous anger. 

Indulge habitually in but one transgression, and 
it will be a thorn in your dying pillow ! 

The greatest intellect and the highest attain- 
ments, if they be not accompanied with faith and 
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charity, do but make a man the richer spoil for 
Satan. 

Many look upon religion as a robe too fine for 
everyday wear. In this state how can they meet 
Christ face to face ? " Without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord." 

Christ's Sabbath doings may well occupy our 
Sabbath thoughts. 

The little bird is not always on the wing ; yet 
even on the tree it hovers from branch to branch, 
and is always ready to take flight. So the Chris- 
tian, though he cannot be always praying, should 
yet always be ready to rise in thought and spirit 
towards the throne of grace. 

Increased knowledge, without increased action, 
leads to increased guilt. 

In hell there is anguish insupportable, and yet 
ability to bear it; dying without death; night 
without rest ; distraction without madness ; misery 
without mitigation ; wishing and praying and sigh- 
ing, without hope. 
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The air you breathe is not so free to you as the 
grace of Christ. 

The water-lily rises bright, fresh, and clear, 
though its roots are in the ooze and mud of the 
river : and the believer is kept through grace 
unspotted and undefiled, though his home is in 
the midst of a polluting world. 

Only a broken heart can receive the seed of the 
gospel. 

The shore towards which the waves and storms 
of life are bearing you is heaven. 

The redeemed are walking the fields of light, 
robed in white, while we are mourning their loss 
in the sable habiliments of sorrow. 

We must learn to be on earth what we hope to 
be in heaven. 

The same Father who prepares Paradise for us 
prepares us for Paradise. 

To a diseased eye the glorious sunshine brings 
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pain, and the man prays to be led back to the 
darkened chamber. Such would be the effect of 
the glories of heaven on a mind unprepared by 
grace, and unfitted for their enjoyment. 

Sin indulged clips as it were the wings of the 
soul ; it cannot soar upwards. 

Little cares are often the worst, because we try 
to bear them in our own strength. 

We frequently see people, living in easy and 
comfortable circumstances, fretting themselves into 
a fever because of small annoyances ; like cattle, 
in wide and rich pastures, yet stung to madness 
by a cloud of small flies. 

The second advent: When we have come to 
Christ by faith, then we are ready for Christ to 
come to us in person. 

The light of Christ's second advent throws into 
deepest shade all that the world counts grand, 
magnificent, sublime. 

" The way of transgressors is hard." Habits, 
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which at first were as silken cords, become heavy 
and insupportable as iron chains. 

It has been said with truth, " There are many 
who pray for protecting grace when they ought to 
be praying for converting grace." 

The love of Christ will certainly expel the love 
of gold. 

" The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost given unto us." Oh that we 
may have it, not faintly breathed forth, but circu- 
lating through the whole soul, penetrating into 
the coldest chamber, and like incense filling the 
entire temple of the inner man ! 

Covetousness is a quiet sin : it makes no noise ; 
it is the most respectable of vices; it breaks no 
human laws ; it comes to us often in the garb of 
prudence ; and it is the only vice in which a man 
may indulge, and yet keep up an appearance of 
religion. 

Flowers and weeds grow side by side in the 
believer's heart. Be diligent, be watchful ! 
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Without Christ 1 without faith ! without con- 
trition! you are still travelling the downward 
road. 

If we are Christ's, every evening finds us * a 
day's march nearer home." 

Every sin we commit is an unkindness against 
Christ. 

No life but has its crisis. 

There is before every one of you an hour of dire 
extremity, when you will be compelled to cry with 
intensity of earnestness to God. 

He who repents every day, when he lies down 
to die will have only one day's sins to repent of. 

Humility is the best proof of advancement in 
the divine life ; a man may be growing in gifts, in 
reputation, in usefulness, yet if he be not sinking 
lower and lower in his own estimation, he is losing 
ground instead of gaining it 
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The trials of God's children are the riches of 
the church — 

" How should we have David's psalms, 
Had he not had a troubled soul 1 " 

Repose is only to be found in the school, and in 
the service of Christ. " Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me : ... . and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls." 

Jesus is infinitely worthy of your confidence, 
your love, your trust, your homage. He will never 
disappoint you. 

Jesus has been well described as "the only 

perfect flower that ever unfolded itself from the 

stem of humanity." 

• 
Where are the roots of our actions ? That is the 

question that should recur in our hearts again and 

again. 

Beware of smoothing down the uprisings of 
conscience. 

Jesus is bending down from the battlements of 
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heaven, and saying to you, "My son, give me 
thine heart." 

The only way to heaven is hy Jesus Christ, and 
the only way to Jesus Christ is by simple faith. 

There is nothing converting in the cross of 
Christ, unless the Holy Spirit apply it to our 
heart. 

Putting off your union with Christ, and post- 
poning your surrender to Him, is putting off and 
postponing your highest and truest happiness. 

God has implanted fear as well as hope in the 
soul; let fear do its work! let it be as a deep- 
toned bell to sound the alarm in your conscience ! 

We must go to Gethsemane, to see sin in its 
right colours. 

« We all do fade as a leaf." The leaf is at first 
fresh, green, and bright ; but a few short weeks of 
sunshine to dry it, a few showers to weigh it 
down, a little frost to blight it, and then the wind 
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carries it away. Fit emblem of the frailty of 
human life ! A few short days of ease and plea- 
sure, a few of the storms of adversity, a brief 
season of decaying health, and we "go hence, and 
are no more seen." 

"Life eternal;" to live in the presence of the 
great King, and in happy fellowship with all the 
noble and wise-hearted, in a world of truth and 
order ; with a body reconstructed and transfigured, 
vigorous, spiritual, luminous like that of the Son 
of God; and a soul that never trembles, never 
faints, never sins ; surrounded with pleasures that 
never pall, having occupations that elevate and 
satisfy, knowledge always on the increase, and 
love continually advancing. 

In your journey through the wilderness, look 
not at the dreary rocks around you, or the barren 
sands beneath your feet, or the fruits and flowers 
which occasionally beguile the weariness of the 
way, but keep your eye fixed on the shining battle- 
ments of the distant city, and on the sympathizing 
Saviour who is so close to you, and who is leading 
you safely to His Father's home. 
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Christhas "abolished death:" to the believer 
it is but a quiet sleep. Death should be regarded, 
not as an executioner, but as a friendly messenger ; 
and the grave, not as a dark prison-house, but as a 
peaceful bed from which we shall wake and sing, 
" death, where is thy sting ? grave, where is 
thy victory?" 

It has been well and wisely said, " Lamentation 
without effort is weakness and wickedness." 

If we fail now, we fail for ever. The present 
life is the only seed-time for eternity. 

When you pray, remember that Christ is living 
in an atmosphere of praise and adoration, sur- 
rounded by myriads of obedient and worshipping 
angels; and yet He bows down to notice the 
broken prayers of His feeblest brethren here. 

"Led by the Spirit." Beware of drifting, in- 
stead of being guided, towards that mysterious 
eternity ! 

He knows but little of his own wants who is 
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not much in prayer; and he knows but little of 
the mercy and majesty of God who is not much 
in praise. 

"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap." You cannot scatter thistle-seeds and 
expect wheat and barley. 

Beware of forgiving yourselves, speaking peace 
to your own hearts. There are many self-com- 
forters and self-absolvers. Lie low before the 
throne, and leave your case in the hands of Him 
who " ever liveth to make intercession for us." 

The path of duty sometimes seems dark and 
doubtful, but light after light rises upon us as we 
press onwards in it. To obey is better than to 
argue. 

Oh, take His yoke upon you, and you shall 
have your heaven begun upon earth ! at all events, 
you shall have some of the flowers and fruits of 
Paradise in the midst of the thorns and thistles of 
the world. 
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There are idols of the heart as well as of the 
house. Whatever you love more than God, what- 
ever you love more than truth, whatever you love 
more than duty, that is an idol to you. Whatever 
you think most of, whatever your mind goes after 
most when at leisure, whatever you most fear to 
lose, that is your idol. 

" Songs in the night." To think that God has 
forgiven us, even' us, sinful and wilful though we 
be ! . . . . Oh, sing your song, though it is still 
night ! He loves prayers, but He loves praises ; 
especially He loves the praises of those who are 
not yet " out of tribulation." 

In every heart there are germs of evil, sin- 
seeds, which, if permitted to grow and thrive, 
must inevitably bear deadly fruit 

You cannot hide yourself from God, but you 
may hide yourself in God — in His mercy, in His 
favour, in His lovingkindness, under the shadow 
of His almighty wings. 

Submit, and you shall conquer. "God fights 
the battles of a will resigned." 
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You cannot have Christ's blessings without 
Himself, nor Himself without His blessings. (See 
Rom. viii 32; Eph. i 3.) 

u Who for the joy that was set before Him en- 
dured the cross, despising the shame." There is a 
cross for each of us, more or less heavy, and sharp, 
and sore. And there is a joy set before us, the joy 
of being useful to others, helping to lift them up, 
not drag them down, helping them in the journey 
and warfare of life. 

Grace which is faithfully used, and wrought into 
daily practice, shall be greatly augmented and 
strengthened. 

God is patient with us; let us be patient with 
ourselves, even in the midst of small progress and 
many defeats. Let us hope and work on. 

Are your schemes and undertakings prospering? 
You ought to be sensitively and tremblingly alive 
to that caution in the Psalms, " If riches increase, 
set not your heart upon them !" 
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God looks at the work we do, and not simply at 
the persons we have benefited or failed to benefit 
He looks at our motives and principles, not at the 
results, which lie altogether in His holy hands. 

It is harder to live for men than to die for them. 

Let us endeavour to leave the world, at least 
our little corner of it, better than we found it. 

" Amen ; Alleluia." (Rev. xix. 4) Acquiescence 
and adoration. In all the events of life let the 
" Amen " be deeply stamped upon your spirit : let 
the "Alleluia" rise up joyfully before the throne. 

Never prefer a great good intention to a trifling 
good action. And do not postpone the good action 
in the hope of doing it better at some future time. 
There is a German saying, that " Best is the enemy 
of good." 

Sins of omission, — these are the condemning 
sins. 

Death is not so much a river which divides us 
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from our inheritance as a bridge by means of 
which we pass over to it. 

Let us not be cumberers of the ground, trees 
which exhaust the soil, and keep off the light and 
air from other plants. 

Whatever the trial may be, pray it out, even to 
the end I 

Any one amongst us who is cleaving to that 
which his conscience condemns, has not at this 
present moment the slightest warrant for believing 
that he has any portion in Christ 

We are gifted with the twofold honour (or burden, 
if you like,) of immortality and responsibility. 

We are every one of us helping our neighbours 
to forget God, His claims, and His eternal truth, 
we are helping them to deaden their consciences, 
and to harden their hearts against Christ ; or we 
are helping them to remember these things, and to 
count them very real things indeed. 
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Let us not be morbid or ungrateful. Life is. 
full of mercies ; our cup overflows with blessings. 
True, we are in the wilderness ; but you know what 
a wilderness is — a place which has its green spots 
as well as its desolate wastes. 

Satan is the hardest taskmaster and the worst 
paymaster. 

Rich in possession every Christian is, but richer 
still in prospect 

Christ is without spot or blemish. Soon His 
people shall be without spot or blemish too. (Eph. 
v. 25.) 

If you are content to live at a distance from 
God, must there not be something strangely and 
ruinously wrong in you? Like a child who is 
always trying to avoid a tender, wise, powerful 
father ! or like a wife who has alienated herself 
from a husband loving, noble, patient: as that 
queen in the Idylls who had no sympathy with 
her lord, princely though he was, devoted to her, 
generous, chivalrous, but let out her affections on 
D 
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objects not worthy to be named in the same day 
with him, his nobles infinitely below him ! 

To live at a distance from Christ is to live in a 
region of dimness, coldness, and sterility, the very 
Iceland of man's spirit. 

You disapprove of gambling perhaps, and would 
not dream of indulging in it. You see the fearful 
risks, families ruined, &c. But you are gambling 
with life, with your soul, with all that is most pre- 
cious ! chancing it for eternity ! running the most 
tremendous hazards ! and for what ? 

As with Christ there was temptation every- 
where — iu the wilderness, in the temple, on the 
mountain (Matt, iv.) — so it is with His people. 
" Temptations are everywhere ; and so is the grace 
of God." 

I speak " as a dying man to dying men ; " yes, 
and as a living man to living men, living in the 
midst of occupations, cares, allurements, conflicts ; 
and as a sinful man to sinful men, encompassed 
with the same infirmities; and as one who has 
found mercy to men who may find it also ! 
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How unsatisfying the life of worldliness is ! 
Many are going through it "like a tired child at a 
show/' who sees the jugglers through tears, hears 
the clangour of the instruments and the laughter 
of the crowd with a confused, aching head, and 
would fain be taken out of it all. 

We should look upon our opponents with hope. 
Latimer was once a zealous upholder of the Seal 
Presence; Chillingworth, a Eomanist and a per- 
vert ; Thomas Scott, a Socinian ! 

God is a God of order. The whole of the 
natural world bears witness to it. Not a flower 
growing on the mountains, or in the forests, but it 
can be classified; not a stone, not a layer of 
earth, but it belongs to some stratum which can 
be accurately defined; not an insect but has its 
genus and its species. All obey the law of their 
being. And do you think that you can by sin 
violate God's order, break throxigh the bounds, 
and stultify His established laws with im- 
punity ? 

Eender to reason the things which are reason's, 
and to faith the things which are faith's. 
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You can scarcely beaT a night of pain, or even 
of sleeplessness, tossing to and fro, with nothing 
to beguile the weariness; how then would you 
endure that long, long time of sorrow that is 
coming ? You do not like solitude, you need the 
stimulus of society; how then would you bear 
separation from all who could cheer or soothe 
you? You do not love sorrowful people, you 
delight in those whose spirits are buoyant; how, 
if you were surrounded perpetually by the un- 
happy and desponding in the region of regrets ? 
Is there no meaning in those words of the Saviour, 
" There shall be weeping, and wailing" ? Oh, flee 
to Him now, that you may never fall under the 
power of that mysterious retribution ! 

"Be ye reconciled to God!" Think of these 
words when you pass out from the doors of this 
sanctuary! Think of them when you lay your 
head on your pillow this night ! Think of them 
when you wake in the morning ! Let them come 
to you again and again — "Be ye reconciled to 
God!" 

Faith is the conductor, the iron rod, which at- 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONDENSED TRUTHS. 45 

tracts the sacred fire of heaven, for our purification, 
not for our destruction. 

In the cold ocean there are other warm currents 
over and above the great gulf-stream. So in this 
cold life of ours there are many smaller alleviations 
and comforts over and above the warm inflowing 
of the Holy Spirit 

Heaven is not cloud-land, a place of dreamy 
unrealities. There will be occupations with no 
excessive toil in them ; problems to solve, know- 
ledge to acquire, sweet in the acquisition; high 
purposes to accomplish, without any failure or 
disappointment. 

This is the peculiar danger of the moral, the 
smooth-charactered, the even-tempered and ami- 
able : it is so hard for them to strip off their own 
righteousness, and put on Christ's; to have a deep 
conviction of their deficiencies, and seek the aid 
.of the Holy Ghost. 

Have you got into the narrow way ? Did you 
enter in by " Sinner's Gate " ? 
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Prayers for the dead ? Our Master prayed for 
the unborn (John xvii. 20), but offered no inter- 
cession for the dead. 

"A soft answer turneth away wrath," as a feather- 
bed against the battering-ram, or a mattress against 
cannon-shot. 

Knowledge puffeth up, but love buildeth up. 
(1 Cor. viii. 1.) 

" The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, 
the work of men's hands." So are the idols of 
Christians, only the silver and gold is not made 
into the shape of gods, and set up on a pedestal, 
but stamped with the image of the reigning 
sovereign, and carried about with us. 

You say, " If I had but a larger income, I could 
believe in God, and serve Him more comfortably." 
Is not this trusting to circumstances instead of to 
God ? Or you think, " If I were free from all this 
conflict, I should be a better Christian." Is not 
this trusting to the absence of temptation rather 
•than to Christ? 
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Reason or science against passion, mere morality 
against strong temptation, how weak and insuffi- 
cient ! But passion against passion, holy affection 
against unholy, the expulsive power of the love of 
Christ, — this is strength indeed ! 

The indirect proofs of the Divinity of Christ 
are among the strongest. Who is this that says, 
" Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them"? "I 
will give you rest " ? "I give unto my sheep 
eternal life " ? "I have power to lay down my 
life, and I have power to take it again " ? 

It is not merely faith that is required, but faith 
in exercise, if we are to be fresh and vigorous in 
our obedience. Yesterday's faith and grace are an 
encouragement to us and a pledge; but present 
faith, faith renewed day by day, is what we need. 

Some of us ar$ very deficient in the grace of 
hope. We are not half sanguine enough. If only 
we are looking for the right things (such as victory 
over self, the conversion of friends, the Second 
Advent), we cannot have too much of the full 
assurance of hope. 
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You are united to One who is filled with the 
Spirit of holiness. Abiding in Him, you cannot 
but participate in His grace. You are in direct 
communication with the fountain of life and 
power. 

You are not crying to a stone statue (the cold- 
ness and stoniness are in yourself), but to a living 
Friend, with a warm, tender heart, full of relent- 
ings and compassions. 

One Man, the central figure of human history, 
King and Chief of all mankind. One book, the 
greatest of all books, the most human and the 
most divine of all. One day, the first and best of 
all the week, the day of the resurrection, the day 
on which the Holy Ghost came down. 

Some men come amongst us like sunbeams, 
cheering and enlivening; others like icebergs, 
chilling and repelling. » 

Oh, take the cup of salvation which is put into 
your hands! There is no heart-ache in it, no 
dark drop at the bottom, no bitter sediment, no 
after-thoughts of regret ! 
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Can we force ourselves to love God ? No ; but 
act as if you did love Him, and you soon will. 

A soldier on foreign service may have to charge 
full gallop, with blare of trumpet and shout of 
comrades, in hot blood, and with enthusiasm and 
ambition all aflame, against the masses of the 
enemy. But on home-service a soldier may have 
to sit still in the midst of an angry and excited 
mob, fixed in his saddle, not allowed to stir his 
finger, while stones are flying about him like hail, 
and the most provoking taunts are hurled at him. 
Which is the most difficult? Which needs the 
higher courage ? Which is most like Christ ? 

"Make your calling and election sure." Sure to 
your own heart, sure in the eyes of your brethren, 
not sure to God. Even if there were no such thing 
as predestination, He must from the very nature 
of His omniscience, which embraces the future, 
have a perfect foreknowledge as to who will be 
saved and who not 

Are you growing in grace ? If a plant is not 
growing, it has either reached its maturity, or it is 
not in a healthy condition. Now it is not possible 
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that you have reached maturity Are you 

at the least striking your root deeper downwards 
in humility and holy shame ? Are you arriving 
at a keener conviction that all is of grace, and 
that if ever you are saved it must be by God's 
unmerited mercy ? 

Eeligion is (1) a creed, a thing to be believed ; 
(2) a life, a thing to be lived; (3) a prayer, a 
continual craving after God, after truth, after 
righteousness and holiness ; (4) a psalm, a thing 
joyous and full of praise, a sublime song before 
the Lord, stately music with flowing melody and 
broad harmonies; (5) a, passion, it reveals a Person 
to be loved, tenderly and faithfully, trustfully and 
reverently. 

Baptism: must it needs be by immersion, as 
some say ? Can the quantity of the water make 
any difference? No more than the quantity of 
the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper ! 

The Lord's Supper : does any material change 
pass over the bread and wine in it ? No more 
than over the element of water in baptism. 
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What an interesting and melancholy chapter 
might be written on the follies of the prudent, 
the weaknesses of the strong, the littlenesses of 
the great ! 

There are more souls slain by gold than bodies 
by iron. Avarice is more destructive than war. 

All this ceremonialism and traditionalism is 
foreign to the free spirit of the English people. 
" Why tempt ye God to put a yoke upon the neck 
of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we 
were able to bear ?" 

There is an equable temper, a harmonious na- 
ture, in many non-religious people, but it is only 
to a certain extent; as if a harp had its middle 
octave tolerably in tune, bat the higher and lower 
ones untuned, uncared for. There are heights and 
depths in your nature which you are ignorant of, 
and which, if not reduced to harmony by the Spirit 
of Christ, will one day make fearful discord. 

Will you despise the rich love of that mighty 
heart ? 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 CONDENSED TRUTHS. 

" Even so, come, Lord Jesus." When we think 
of our friends who are not yet ready, we are 
disposed to cry, "Oh, not yet!" When we look 
round upon Christendom, "Oh, let the advent be 
delayed a little longer !" But there is an instinct 
in the deep heart, nevertheless, which meets the 
returning Saviour with the prayer, "Oh, come 

quickly !" 

* 

If you saw a song-bird, with all the organs of 
song, which nevertheless had never sung, or a 
bird with wings full-grown, which never flew, or a 
child with hands and feet, &c, which could not 
move, you would conclude there was some peculiar 
disease. So when we see a man with the capacity 
to love God, to sing His praise, to rise toward 
heavenly things, yet never doing this, we know 
that there is something ruinously wrong, some 
grievous, disabling disease, something answering 
to that which theologians call " the fall." 

The grace of God is working in the midst of 
His church; we are living under the dispensation 
of the Spirit; the whole atmosphere is charged 
with spiritual influence. You may shut your heart 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONDENSED TRUTHS. 53 

against it if you choose, but it is there all the 
same. "An infinite Spirit is seeking to mingle 
itself with yours." "The Holy Ghost lies close 
touching the avenues of your heart." 

"Ye observe days and months and times and 
years." If we observe church festivals and special 
seasons as a matter of necessity, as a divine ordi- 
nance, or as in any way contributing to our 
justification, if we denounce those who do not 
observe them, this passage condemns us. But may 
we not keep them in the spirit of liberty ? The 
Wesleyan has his watch-nights, and the Presby- 
terian his half-yearly fasts. Must we be called 
superstitious if we think it expedient to remember 
Christmas Day and Good Friday in a guarded and 
modified manner ? 

Philosophy did not invent the gospel, and phi- 
losophy cannot improve it Let us cling to the 
truth in its simplicity. 

There may be a deep sense of sin in the soul, 
even without positive acts of flagrant transgression. 
Your white raiment has not been spotted or stained 
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with deep discolorations, but it is dulled aud soiled 
all over ; its purity and brightness need renewing. 
" Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." 

If all these things were said to you by some 
one with a stately commanding presence, and rich 
melodious voice, in glowing impassioned language, 
in the midst of some beautiful cathedral, with a 
sympathetic throng around you, you would per- 
haps listen more keenly, and be more vividly 
impressed. But they are equally true, though 
uttered in a very feeble fourth-rate manner, and 
in the midst of very ordinary surroundings. Oh 
that you may love truth for its own sake, and not 
because of any accidental accompaniments or 
adventitious adornments ! 

Man without God is like a sheep without a 
shepherd, a dog without a master. Look at the 
dogs of the East ; not (as here) domesticated, but 
wild, gaunt, fierce, famished. In these Western 
countries the dog is all the better for his trust in 
man, his companionship with him, his subjection 
to a superior intelligence. And man is all the 
better for his dependence upon God. 
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This " mournful-splendid world," as it has been 
called, so disappointing, yet so full of opportuni- 
ties — so overshadowed with evil, yet so beautiful, 
so shone upon by God's favour ! 

You may be lost among the mere decenoies and 
proprieties of life, if you are engrossed by them. 
Common things (not great sins or crimes) may 
destroy the soul. More people are killed by 
accidents in the streets of our great city than in 
the tremendous catastrophes and collisions of our 
iron roads. 

" The blessedness of the man unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without works." (Eom. iv. 
6.) The righteousness in which we stand is " im- 
puted" is not our own, was wrought out eighteen 
centuries ago; and it is " vrithout works' 9 — that is, 
it is altogether irrespective of our actions, con- 
duct, practice, qualifications, either past, present, 
or future. It comes simply by " believing on Him 
that justifieth the ungodly." (Verse 5.) 

live so as to be missed ! One man dies, and 
it is as if a fruit-bearing tree had been cut down ; 
we miss the spring blossoms, the summer shade, 
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the autumnal wealth. Another dies, and it is as 
if a pebble had been cast into the sea ; there are 
thousands still upon the shore: no one discerns 
(beyond the first moment) that there is one less. 

You cannot divest yourself of your responsi- 
bility. As well endeavour to get rid of your own 
shadow! Whilst you walk in shady places, or 
under clouds, indeed, it is not visible; but the 
moment you emerge into the sunshine, it is seen 
to be with you, inseparable from you. While you 
live in ignorance, or debased in earthliness, you 
may not fed } r our responsibility ; but how when 
conscience is thoroughly awakened ? or when you 
come to stand before the judgment-throne ? 

Some trees come into leaf later than the rest, 
and are all black and bare when others are green ; 
yet to them too shall the spring come ; the influ- 
ence of the sun shall be felt, and they shall burst 
forth in due time. We hope it may prove so with 
you. Certainly it shall be so with all God's elect. 
Give them time, and all shall be well. We exer- 
cise faith and hope for you, unpromising though you 
seem. God grant that we may not be disappointed I 
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The wilful will have to undo their own work, to 
untwist it slowly and sorrowfully. You will have 
to unlearn all that you are teaching yourself, and 
habituating yourself to, these many years. " Care 
finds the careless out." 

Christ is the great loadstone, drawing souls to 
Himself, and imparting some of His magnetic 
power to the souls He thus draws. His people 
should seek to be more thoroughly magnetized by 
communion with Him, that they may exercise 
a stronger and more attractive influence on 
others. 

By faith and prayer, though temptation may 
not be always entirely warded off, nor even 
altogether successfully resisted; yet the violence 
of the shock is greatly broken, the power of 
rising again, and the elasticity of the soul, are 
greatly enhanced and augmented. 

Alas ! you are children of the present, when you 
ought to be children of the future. You are judg- 
ing according to your feelings, and living under 
the power of your senses I 
E 
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" The best molality is love of Thee." If we love 
Christ, we shall love the ten commandments ; for 
He is the embodiment of them. We shall love 
the beatitudes and all the sermon on the mount ; 
for He exemplified them in His life. We shall 
love the book of Proverbs, and all the preceptive 
portions of the Bible ; for He is the Incarnation 
of them. 

The fortieth Psalm begins with, "I waited pati- 
ently," and ends with " Make no tarrying, O my 
God." The two feelings may safely be combined 
patience under trouble, and yearning for speedy 
deliverance. 

"He that believeth shall not make haste." Pro- 
crastination is evil ; but to anticipate, to act with 
temerity, to run unsent, this can only tend to the 
postponement of our hopes. Impatience is the 
mother of many sins, and of much sorrow. 

Some say, "When Christians are more consistent 
themselves, then it will be time enough for me to 
imitate them." But Christians always will be 
more or less faulty. Act with reference to them 
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as you do in other things. If you want to buy a 
horse, you don't wait till you find a faultless one. 
When you build a house, and make it as perfect 
as you can, yet when you come to live in it, you 
find out defects and inconveniences here and there; 
it is not what you expected, yet you manage to 
live in tolerable comfort. "I have seen an end 
of all perfection." Only One is perfect ; no dis- 
appointments in Christ. 

We sometimes see religion where we little 
expected it. A flower -seed finds a chink for 
itself, and a little earth to grow in, fastening its 
slender root into some ancient wall. 

The polar sun is feeble ; it cannot melt the ice. 
Only the warmth of the gospel, the beams of the 
Sun of Eighteousness, can subdue the cold, hard, 
proud heart of man. 

In prayer three things are needed, — our own 
heart praying, the Holy Spirit pleading within 
us, and Jesus interceding above. Wherever there 
is true faith, these three things are found. 
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Temptation is coming; take care that you do 
not enter into it unprepared. If you had to go 
into some sick-chamber, where there was malig- 
nant fever, or diptheria, or small-pox, if you went 
there hungry and weaiy and out of spirits, you 
would expose yourself to great risk. But if you 
used prudent precautions, and your strength was 
more or less recruited and exhilarated by nourish- 
ment, rest, and a cheerful spirit, you would have 
eveTy reasonable prospect of safety. Some of you 
are neglecting prayer, faith, and vigilance. When 
temptation comes, you are carried further than 
you thought; you do things you never intended 
to do ; you contract habits and form associations 
from which nothing but Almighty grace can 
rescue you. 

The Law condemns you ; the Gospel acquits you, 
through the righteousness of the Surety, if you lay 
hold on it by faith. 

Surely our Lord preached an unfettered, un- 
limited gospel: even to the Pharisees He says, 
" These things I say that ye might be saved." It 
does not look like "particular redemption." 
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It is well to have a standard by which to 
measure ourselves. But this should be higher 
than ourselves. It is death to progress to have a 
low standard To say, "I see others worse than 
myself/' is miserable consolation. Pilate might 
say, " I am not so wicked as Herod ;" and Peter 
might have argued, " I am not as Judas, at least I 
have not sold my Lord for gain." But, happily, it 
was not so with him: and he was stung with 
generous shame and remorse that he had fallen 
below his ideal standard, They who measure 
themselves by themselves, and compare them- 
selves with themselves, as St. Paul reminds us, 
are not wise. Nothing less than the example of 
Jesus Christ Himself is the standard proposed to 
us in the Gospel. 

The best works of believers here are but as 
fruits which have fallen on the earth, soiled, 
bruised, the bloom rubbed off, perhaps cankered, 
none of their whole number sound all through, 
utterly unable to justify the soul. Oh how unlike 
the fruits of Jesus Christ, His faith, His love, His 
patience 1 He is our Righteousness, and we are 
accepted in Him. 
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You may learn a great deal from a veiy imper- 
fect ministry. It was said once with great sim- 
plicity to Vianney, the Cur& of Ars, " Father, people 
believe generally that you are very ignorant." 
"They are quite right, my child," he answered. 
" But it matters not. I can teach you more than 
you will practise." 



It has been said with truth, " If there is beneath 
us all the undeveloped savage, there is also in us 
all the undeveloped hero." There are capabilities 
of evil which might sink you into a fiend, and a 
companion of fiends ; and there are possibilities of 
good which might be quickened, under the gract* 
of the blessed Spirit, into the very loftiest sanctity. 
Oh to be fired with a holy ambition, to cast away 
sinful diffidence, and to be animated by the noblest 
aspirations ! 



You can't make people good by being angry with 
them ; just as you can't ripen grapes by holding 
them close to the fire. " The wrath of man worketh 
not the righteousness of God." 
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It is not among the "orthodox" always that 
grace is most powerful. Who was the only one 
out of a large company that returned to give 
thanks ? A Samaritan, unfriendly by birth and 
education to the worship of the temple, a u stran- 
ger " and an alien. Who succoured the half-dead 
man, when priest and Levite passed him by? 
Again a Samaritan. To whom was it said, "0 
woman, great is thy faith" ? A Canaanite, a Syro- 
phenician. Of whom did the Saviour wonderingly 
say, "I have not found so great faith, no not in 
Israel" ? A Roman. Who came the greatest 
distance to worship the infant King ? The Magi. 
These instances are recorded, not without special 
reason; and they are a reproof to our narrow- 
ness. Is it not something like blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost, to deny His presence among 
Christians outside our own pale ? Shall we dwarf 
the Church of Christ to the limits of our own 
communion? We like to think that there may 
be the germs of faith among many of the hea- 
then, who have not yet heard the gospel, and 
that they may be even now in the sight of God 
" rudimentary believers." 
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It is said that Prussian officers have maps of 
our country, as they had of France ; and that they 
know the fortresses, the bye-roads, the bridges, 
rivers, woods, nature of the ground, &c. They 
make it their study. Satan knows our heart, its 
weak points, its recesses and avenues, not by 
omniscience, but by long study and experience of 
human nature. Can you afford to despise such a 
skilful antagonist? one so unwearied, so successful? 
Christ too knows our heart; here is our consola- 
tion, and He is stronger than the strong one. Oh, 
cast yourself upon His guidance and governance ! 

Why should theTe be any antagonism between 
religious men and men of science? We say to 
them, " You cannot be too scientific to please us. 
The wider your induction, the keener your insight, 
the better for us. It is all clear gain." And 
might they not answer, "You can't be too theo- 
logical (in the highest sense) for us. The more 
exact your interpretation of the Scriptures, the 
higher your standard of ethics; the more accurately 
you enquire into the relations between God and 
man, the better for science and for us. It is all 
clear gain." 
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There is a world of meaning in that hymn-line, 
" Teach me to live; 'tis easier far to die." 

It has been said, and there is some truth in it, 
that "Success is the wine of life." Thank God, 
there is a better wine of life, which can exhilarate 
even under failure and disappointment. 

There is a great deal of unnecessary sorrow 
amongst us. We disquiet ourselves in vain. 
"Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon 
his loins, and mourned for his son many days. 
And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to 
comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; 
and he said, For I will go down into the grave 
unto my son mourning." But Joseph was alive 
all the time, and passing by successive steps to 
the highest distinction. "Ills that have never 
happened have chiefly made thee miserable." 
" The worst of all crosses is the fear of crosses." 

It is not half an eternity that you are risking ! 

We receive Christ as our sanctifying life, as 
well as our justifying Righteousness. 
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"This man reoeiveth sinners." He receives 
them to His heart, to be forgiven and cherished ; 
to His school, to be taught and trained; to His 
home, to be comforted for evermore. 

If it were an officer's business to see that the 
signal-gun was fired at sunset, and he neglected it, 
and if called to account he pleaded, "The sun 
never sets; I did not believe the order, and I 
couldn't obey it," he would scarcely escape cen- 
sure and reprimand. Scientifically right, he was 
morally wrong. Will they escape who disobey the 
plain precepts of the Bible, and argue against 
its veracity on the plea of its statements being 
popular rather than scientific ? 

Let us not be discouraged at our poor success 
in imitating the example of Jesus Christ. The 
pupil who is rendering some of the great works of 
Beethoven or Mendelssohn, how feeble and tame 
his efforts seem to himself! The artist who is 
copying a masterpiece of Titian, how different his 
attempt from the great master's! But if only 
they love the pattern, and are interested in their 
work, though the distance is great, they are every 
way gainers. 
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Wait upon Him! He will interpose not one 
moment too soon for His own glory, not one 
moment too late for your safety. (Mark iv. 39.) 

There is no flaming sword turning every way to 
drive you back from the gate of Paradise, and 
from the tree of life. That sword has been 
sheathed in the bosom of your Saviour. 

" How great is His goodness, and how great is 
His beauty." (Zech. ix. 17.) He who created all 
beautiful things, the colouring of sky and earth, 
the hues of sunset and sunrise, the proportions of 
the forest trees, the form and fleetness of the 
horse and of the antelope, the plumage and song 
of birds, the tints of flowers, the loveliness of 
childhood, the beauty and affection of woman- 
hood, the glory and strength of manhood; He 
who originated all these things, how good and 
how beautiful must He be Himself! Above all, 
contemplate Him as revealed in the character 
of Jesus Christ ! What a Father the children of 
God have ! How wonderful, how worthy of their 
admiration and affection ! 
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Men will believe in odic force, magnetic attrac- 
tion, clairvoyance, and in all kinds of mysterious 
affinities (some true, some false), but not in the 
influences of the Holy Ghost. Is it then so strange 
that the Creator should have a way of communi- 
cation with His creatures? that the Father of 
spirits should have access to and exercise influence 
upon our minds and hearts ? 

Will you set yourself up as a mark for the 
arrows of divine justice — arrows that are unerring ? 
How much better to place yourself humbly at the 
feet of the Judge, to confess your sin, and sue for 
pardon ! 

Most of us would like to visit the Holy Land, 
to see Gethsemane, to walk the soil which was 
trodden by the sacred feet of the Son of man. But 
we can do better, we may set our feet in His very 
foot-prints, we may follow (in our poor way) the 
course of Him who " went about doing good." 

Our best works are but half-done; they all 
seem to need doing over again. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONDENSED TRUTHS. 69 

Some men are like a paddle -steamer, their 
movements are with a splash and noise, self- 
consciousness and ostentation. Others resemble 
rather the screw-steamer, their energy and ma- 
chinery for the most part out of sight. 

We often hear the expression, " He is sowing his 
wild oats." The work of the ministry brings us 
into contact with not a few who are reaping their 
wild oats. A dismal harvest, not soon gathered 
in ! Well, you are taking your pleasure now. I 
ask you to remember that reaping follows sowing. 
"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

We sometimes see a graceful and bright-spirited 
woman who yokes herself to a man in every way 
unworthy of her. It is matter of regret that she 
should not know her own value, that she should 
throw herself away. So with eveTy one who has 
a soul, and reason, and responsibility, but who is 
living for the world and for sin ; we grieve over 
them that they should be so ignorant of their own 
worth; made for God ; capable of being re-stamped 
with His image ; yet cleaving to that which must 
prove their ruin ! 
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The storm-signals are up ; and yet, in a vessel 
utterly unsafe, deep-laden with dangerous mer- 
chandise, you are sailing along a perilous coast, 
and pay no heed to the alarm ! 

Keep close to exact truth. The effort to make 
your words accurately represent your facts is 
most serviceable to your general character. 

Beware of that slight and somewhat pleasant 
amount of self-reproach which leads to no amend- 
ment or striving. It is an agreeable but poisonous 
bitter. 

Joy will best help you to bear pain. 

The belief of Christ's reality and love beautifies 
for us the commonest places, and dullest condition 
of life, and " makes all the earth glorious." 

That wonderful history, which to some seems 
only an exquisite legend, a sublime theme for 
painters and sculptors, for poets and composers of 
oratorios, is to us a grand, indisputable fact, a solid 
reality, influencing our own life, influencing all 
generations, past, present, and to come. 
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Oh, "lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God!" the bait is sweet, but you will find pre- 
sently (though the line is long) that you have 
swallowed a deadly hook with it. 

The sorrows of God's children are transient, 
and shall be turned into joy. How often have 
we seen dark, heavy masses of cloud at daybreak ; 
but as the sun rises, some become bright and 
luminous, others vanish altogether, others remain 
only as a thin haze. 

You think all this high-flown, or obsolete — a 
vain attempt to conform the feelings and disposi- 
tions of ordinary men and women in these modern 
times to the character of men and women at 
Philippi, Eome, and Ephesus in apostolic days. 
But Christ's work was for all men, of all times 
and countries ; and the human heart is the same 
in this nineteenth century as in the first — the 
same love and hate, the same yearnings and 
desires, gladness and sorrows. His stupendous 
character and sufferings, His assumption of 
humanity into Deity, are not for Philippi or Eome 
only ; and His example, like His atonement, is for 
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all. You readily allow that Paul ought to feel 
much the same as Abraham. Yet there were 
nineteen centuries between them. The apostolic 
times seem to you so remote; but they are not 
more remote from you than the times of Abraham 
from those of Paul. And nineteen centuries will 
seem to you but a little moment, a dream, a mere 
paint of time, when you shall have entered upon 
eternity. 

Let us not underrate the value of church organ- 
ization and machinery. There is danger in ultra- 
spirituality. What the husk is to the kernel, 
what the casket is to the jewels, what the lamp is 
to the oil, what the body is to the spirit, that the 
outward form is to the inward life. 

We say of some whom we value greatly, " They 
are worth their weight in gold." But this is true 
of the most untoward and most unpromising here ; 
not in the estimation of your neighbours perhaps, 
but in that of God, of angels, and of all good 
men. Christ Himself died for you ! You may 
become the temple of the Holy Ghost. Oh, 
respect yourself! Set a right value on your own 
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life ! If the sun were to go out in thick darkness 
it would not be so great a calamity as the loss 
of your single soul. You have no right to lose 
yourself and be a castaway. 

To love mystery for mystery's sake is super- 
stition ; to reject religion because of mysteries in 
it is stupidity and wickedness. 

There is a power at work in the world which 
(without interfering with your liberty of will or 
action) can graciously incline you to faith and 
obedience. 

There is a moment coming in which your whole 
life will flash upon your mind. In sudden danger, 
when men have been all but drowned, or have 
been carried down a mountain-side by the loosen- 
ing of the snow, they tell us that their minds 
have worked with marvellous rapidity, their whole 
life has risen up before them in its minutest details 
like a vast picture. Every sense woke to preter- 
natural activity. This may be your case any 
moment. Doubtless it will be so the very instant 
your soul quits this mortal body. The thin veil 
F 
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will be rent, everything will offer itself suddenly 
to your memory ; your whole life will flash upon 
your mind as if by a kind of electric revelation. 
You will have a clear, and vivid, and abiding 
apprehension of the reality. There are moments 
into which is forced the life of years. Oh, lift 
your heart to God, and ask that you may have 
true self-knowledge, and a clear apprehension of 
Christ and of eternal things now ! 

With regard to eternity of punishment, it is 
interesting to observe how even Channing, with 
his Unitarian tendencies, is constrained to admit, 
that if we are to indulge in hope for those who 
die impenitent, we must seek for that hope, not in 
the Bible, but in considerations which lie outside 
of it. The Bible, he says, consigns the wicked to 
darkness, and leaves tliem there. 

" Every man his own Saviour." This is all that 
some religious teachers have to offer us— a cross 
without an atonement, a Bible without inspira- 
tion, a revelation in which nothing is revealed. 

"Keep back Thy servant from presumptuous 
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sins." Only Thou canst ! No intentions of my 
own — however serious — no resolutions, no know- 
ledge of the gospel, no convictions of the sinful- 
ness of sin or of its unprofitableness, no arguments 
that I can urge my heart with, nothing in fact 
but Thy Spirit, can restrain me. All these things 
fail and melt away in the hour of temptation. 
Do not Thou fail me then ! 

" Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing," &c. ; this is the attitude of a New 
Testament believer. Let us not abandon it. Shall 
I stand gazing among the tombs, and looking down 
into the vaults ? I may die before Christ comes 
back, as my brethren have done ; but let me die 
looking for and longing for the second advent. 

Man has succeeded in doing that which no 
intelligent creature in the universe (besides him- 
self) can do: he forgets and ignores God. The 
fallen angels would do it gladly if they could; 
but they " believe and tremble." 

" What is your life ? it is even a vapour," &c. 
Nothing but a breath between the unconverted 
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man and eternity ; and he is as gear to the regions 
of mysterious retribution as he is to death. One 
spasm of the heart, one drop upon the brain, one 
little blood-vessel bursting, and it is all over ! 

You would not come into this congregation with 
a great stain upon your apparel, but perhaps you 
have come here with a foul blot upon your heart ! 

They who urge on time, spur a free horse. 

He who would not bear abuses in the temple, 
but reformed them with such amazing and indig- 
nant energy; He who so constantly protested 
against traditions; He who vindicated the Sabbath 
from superstition ; surely, surely, if the Jews had 
been wrong in acceptiug the Old Testament, pure 
and entire, He would have set them right. But, 
on the contrary, He confirms them in their 
belief. He tells them "the Scripture cannot be 
broken," " Search the Scriptures," &c. He never 
blamed them for what is now scornfully called 
" Bibliolatry," or accused them of an "extreme 
and too exclusive scripturalism." 

The stronger the light the deeper the shadow. 
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You cannot have light without its producing 
shadow. So the clearest truth has its mystery. 

Jesus Christ in every man — no. But Jesus 
Christ for every man — yes. 

Prayers have been called " the leeches of care." 
They relieve the pains and bruises of the mind. 

We are criminals, needing pardon ; but more, 
we are lepers, needing health. The gospel itself 
would not be good news to us if it did not 
guarantee to us the restoration of moral and 
spiritual strength. 

Under the cross, but not under the curse, is the 
lot of Christians. Their Lord was under both. 

It is bad to be a blank in the Church of Christ ; 
it is worse to be a blot Some men are as drones 
in the great hive, others are as wasps. 

You think, perhaps, that if you were to come 
to God, and dwell near Him by faith, it would be 
like coming to the frigid zone, to the region of ice 
and of perpetual snow. Not so 1 You would come 
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to where the flowers unfold, to genial sunshine, 
and to a balmy atmosphere. 

" The Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost." To seek it when lost, and 
to save it when found, lest it should be lost again. 

" I am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly." Not only 
that they might live, but live comfortably, plenti- 
fully, honourably ; live and rejoice ; live without 
fear of death. Not the life of a slave, an invalid, 
or a child, but a life of energy, of knowledge, and 
of liberty. 

There are different degrees of light in the mind, 
even as in the world of nature : twilight, starlight, 
moonlight, sunlight ; and this last has many gra- 
dations and modifications. 

" We are not so sure of death as of transfigura- 
tion." (Bishop Hall.) A wonderful thought ! Som« 
of us may never see death: our soul and body 
never part company even for a single moment. 
Christ might return any hour, and we should be 
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spared from going down into the dark valley. We 
should be caught up to meet Him in the clouds, 
body, soul, and spirit etherealized and perfected. 
This is among the possibilities ; and it is a certainty 
for that generation which shall be living on the 
earth at the time of the Second Advent. 

" I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away." 
God may sometimes cast His children down, but 
He will never cast them away. 

The law of God requires the righteousness not 
merely of morality, but of love. " Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself" 

There are Christians by chance, and Christians 
by choice. You chance to be a Christian because 
you were born in a Christian land ; how, if you 
had been brought up in heathenism ? 

"Our prayers please God, because our Mediator 
pleases Him." 

Better get into trouble by telling the truth, 
than out of it by telling a falsehood. 
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There is much need of lying down in the green 
pastures, and beside the still waters of the Word. 
In these stirring, restless times, we are so often 
detained in the dust and turmoil of the highway. 

Your conscience will not slumber for ever ! It 
will have a terrible awakening some day ! 

Forms of pTayer are not necessarily formal. 
The honeycomb may be full of honey. 

Oh, you whose consciences are dead and callous, 
tremble at the thought that this very deadness 
is one of God's heaviest judgments upon you ! 
Nothing worse in this world than being "past 
feeling." But the blessed Saviour has come, that 
the stony heart might be taken away from us, and 
the heart of flesh substituted for it Oh, look at 
Him! 

The lowliness and gentleness which spring from 
a broken heart are better than polished manners. 
Charity and humility a*e the truest courtesy. 

Little children are models to us of unanxiety. 
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They have no cares beyond to-day. Their sleep is 
never disturbed by thoughts for the future. If 
they were anxious, would it be more for their 
happiness ? Would it please their parents better ? 
Who has committed to them the work of provid- 
ing for the family? 

God does not pardon gradually, nor by halves. 

Man can calculate the weight of the moon, and 
the distance of the sun. He can traverse seas, 
carry his iron roads through the heart of rocky 
mountains, transmit his messages as on wings of 
lightning. But a morsel of dainty meat, or a few 
drops of exhilarating drink, a little gold, a little 
transitory enjoyment, a woman's beauty, a little 
applause from the unthinking multitude, is too 
much for him, and he falls. Peter the Great lives 
a life of labour, civilizes Eussia, builds mighty 
cities, yet is a slave to his vices. " I have reformed 
my people " (he sorrowfully admits), " but I have 
been unable to reform myself !" 

" How poor, how rich, how abject, how august ; 
How complicate and wonderful is man ! " 
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Covetousness is not confined to the rich. The 
man who was the most glaring example of covet- 
ousness, who loved thirty pieces of silver more 
than Jesus Christ, who sold the Lord of glory for 
that miserable pittance, was not rich. We may 
be amongst those who " trust in riches " without 
possessing them. " The poor man may be as covet- 
ous of his pence as the rich man is of his pounds." 

Christians must learn to trust in a withdrawing 
God, as Isaiah did, " Verily thou art a God that 
hidest thyself;" in a silent God, as the woman of 
Canaan did, "He answered her not a word;" and 
even in a frowning and threatening God, as Job, 
" Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 
We must learn to trust God in the dark, without 
feeling, and even against feeling, and to " crucify 
the whys and wherefores." 

When we take our joys to Christ (and not merely 
our sorrows) it is a sure sign that we are God's 
true children. 

The Bible, like the Saviour, is both human and 
divine. 
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There is a sight sad to see, often perhaps seen 
by the angels — a man growing richer and richer 
in this world's goods, and poorer and poorer in 
charity and thankfulness. 

The moment his confidence in God was shaken, 
man fell. It is only by regaining confidence in 
Him that man can rise. 

The obedience of Christians forms no part of 
that righteousness in which they stand justified 
and accepted before God. 

The life of worldly expediency, or that of eternal 
rectitude, — which are you aiming at ? 

To rest entirely in God's will, to seek neither 
this nor that according to our own pleasure, to rid 
ourselves of all inordinate liking or disliking of 
any created thing, to cleanse our hearts from pre- 
judices or preferences, this is the way of peace 
and of growth. " The Lord bestows His blessings 
there, where He finds the vessels empty." 

Eeligion intensifies and developes natural affec- 
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tion, whilst at the same time it chastens and 
hallows it. 

Deepen in us the sorrow for forgiven sin ! 

There were many who wrought and contributed 
in various ways towards the building of the temple. 
There were David and Solomon, Araunah who gave 
the site, Huram the king, and Huram the artificer, 
the hewers in the mountains, the bearers of burdens, 
the sailors who brought the cedar-wood in floats 
and rafts from Lebanon, &c. (2 Chron. ii.) It is 
the same with the spiritual temple — the church of 
God. He raises up some to preach, some to write, 
some to teach, some to design and originate, some 
to govern, some to obey, some to pray, and some 
to give. 

Not a thin veneer of amiability, sentiment, and 
religiousness, but the innermost soul made right 
and true ! 

There is such a thing as " mental intoxication," 
against which we should be on our guard. 
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Keep close to Christ, as Elisha did to his master. 
" As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not leave thee." 

Our difficult cases, our incurable patients, with 
their obstinate unconversion, we trust them with 
Him who healed the demoniac. 

Save us both from the incrustations of super- 
stition, and from the conjectures of a half-trained 
philosophy ! 

Let us bless God that our desires are so expan- 
sive, so far-reaching, that nothing can satisfy them 
but Himself. 

"There is an allness in Christ suited to the 
nothingness in you." — Bowe, a.d. 1703. 

" They enter the narrow gate easiest who enter 
earliest" — Bishop WUberforce. (?) 

There are two verses in a well-known hymn 
which are usually omitted, but which are to my 
mind exquisite in their pathos — 
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" What was Thy crime, my dearest Lord ? 
By earth, by heaven, Thou hast been tried, 
And guilty found of too much love ! 
Jesus, my Lord, is crucified. 

" Found guilty of excess of love ! 

It was Thine own sweet will that tied 
Thee tighter far than helpless nails ! 
Our Lord, our Love, is crucified." 

" God who cannot lie." Impossible for Him to 
foster hopes only to disappoint them. 

May your souls this day be as vessels set right 
under the heavenly fountain ! 

No grander figure in history than that of William 
the Silent. So sagacious, so heroic, so statesman- 
like, so tolerant (far in advance of his times), so 
trusting in God, and in His word. 

Events seem to move tardily, and we are im- 
patient. But it is a wise saying of one of the 
Fathers — "God is slow, because He is eternal." 
He waits that He may be gracious to us. He 
waits that He may prove Himself just and holy. 
Justice comes leaden-footed, but iron-handed. 
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Believing is the easiest, and at the same time 
the most difficult work. It is merely taking God 
at His word, resting on the mediation of His Son, 
loosing our hold of all other confidences, to venture 
•all on Him, using the name of Jesus as our only 
plea before the throne ; faith is but the eye which 
looks to Him, the hand which touches the fringe 
of His garment. What makes it so difficult is 
that it seems too easy, and human nature so reso- 
lutely tries to mingle something of her own with 
it — something of feeling, of qualifications, or en- 
deavours. 

Christ, the Champion of His redeemed, the 
Representative of our ransomed nature, the Con- 
queror of Satan, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the great Wonder-worker, Himself the greatest of 
all miracles, Himself emphatically the New Birth, 
the regenerating principle of humanity: let us 
abide in Him for sanctification and for victory. 

Eight faith and true obedience always go to- 
gether. " Your faith is spoken of throughout the 
whole world," and " Your obedience is come abroad 
unto all men." Both these statements are made 
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with regard to one and the same peopla (Kom. 
i. 8 ; xvi. 19.) 

We should always come to the Bible with 
freshness of expectation. "I never shook the 
branch," says Luther, "but it yielded ine some 
fruit." 

We trust in One whose name is "Jehovah- 
Jireh," a providing God; Jehovah, infinite in 
resources ; Jireh, friendly in intentions. 

" Ho ! every one that thirsts ! 

Come to the living tide, 
Which from beneath Jehovah's throne 

Flows forth all paths beside ; 
Wash and be clean ! Believe and live ! 

Drink and be satisfied !" 
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